Moving upstream: Becoming a public health nurse, part 2.
This article extends the argument in Part 1 that stand- ards, protocols, textbook knowledge, and other external guidelines, while important for beginners, must yield to the "real world" of practice. Additional narratives document how the development of practical reasoning, perceptual skills, and responsiveness to clients supplants the beginner's reliance on external guidelines and promotes a situated understanding of practice. This growth in understanding and clinical know-how, cultivated by frontline experience with individuals and families, fosters a perceptual grasp of the "big picture" and makes it possible for the nurse to learn the community through the eyes of clients. Experiences from home visiting and community-based activities provide critical lessons that inform and inspire nurses to act and think upstream. This interpretation provides additional evidence for legitimizing clinical practice as a rich source of situated knowledge and clinical reasoning.